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“How do I license NASA patented 
technologies?” 

NASA JSC Technology Transfer and 
Commercialization Office 

Licensing Group 
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Licensing Process 
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Find NASA Patents 

Apply for a Patent License 

Processing of the License 
Application 

Royalties and Fees 
Negotiations 
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Authority to License NASA Technology 

 NASA has the authority to grant licenses on 
its domestic and foreign patents and patent 
applications pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 207-209. 
NASA has implemented this authority by 
means of the NASA Patent Licensing 
Regulations, 14 § CFR 1245.200 et seq. 

3 



National Aeronautics and Space Administration 
N

A
S

A 
Jo

hn
so

n 
S

pa
ce

 C
en

te
r 

http://technology.jsc.nasa.gov 

Find NASA Patents 

•  NASA Tech Briefs 
–  http://www.techbriefs.com/ 

•  NASA Field Center Technology Transfer and 
Commercialization Offices Websites 
–  NASA JSC Website: http://technology.jsc.nasa.gov 

•  NASA Headquarters Office of General Counsel 
–  http://www.nasa.gov/offices/ogc/about/index.html 

•  NASA TechFinder 
–  http://technology.nasa.gov/ 

•  Patent and technical literature searches 
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Licensing Application  

Part I:  Business Terms  

•  Technology Information 

•  Applicant’s Information 

•  Proposed Technology Use 

•  Proposed License Terms 
–  Document the proposed 

business terms  
–  Submit a proforma that 

provides “best guess” on 
proposed product sales 

Part II: Commercialization/ 
Marketing Plan 

•  Product Development plan  

•  Plans for product marketing 
and commercialization  

•  Provide a copy of the 
company’s current  financial 
report and balance sheet 

•  Any other information that 
supports your acquisition of the 
patent 
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The license application process takes place in two 
stages.  They are completed in a sequential order. 
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Processing of a License Application 

•  All NASA patent licenses are individually negotiated with the Patent License 
Manager  

•  All information submitted will be maintained in confidence by NASA and will 
not be subject to disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA).   

•  If proprietary data is also submitted, the applicant is encouraged to mark the 
data as such. 

•  Applications are sent to the: 

JSC Patent License Manager 
Technology Transfer and Commercialization Office 
NASA/Johnson Space Center 
2101 NASA Parkway 
Mail Code: AO5 
Houston, TX 77058-3696 

•  Applications are processed in order of receipt.  

•  Reviews of the application are conducted by the JSC Patent Counsel and 
Technology Transfer and Commercialization Office.   
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Types of Licenses 

•  Exclusive 
–  The Licensee has the right to practice the patent in all fields of use 

•  Partially Exclusive 
–  The Licensee is given the right to practice the patent in a specific field or 

fields of use  
–  Allows NASA to license the patent to different companies in different 

field of uses 

•  Non Exclusive 
–  Grants the Licensee the opportunity to practice the patent in the field of 

use of their choosing at a much lower cost for royalties  
–  Allows NASA to license the same fields of use to other companies 
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If a partially-exclusive or exclusive license is requested, the 
request to license the NASA patents are required to be listed 
in the Federal Register for 15 days prior to license approval.  
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Negotiation of Up Front Fees & Royalties 

•  Up Front Fee 
–  Calculated from the proforma figures submitted by the applicant 

and may be adjusted to take into account other market 
comparables 

–  Negotiated with applicant and/or the applicant’s representative 
(i.e. IP attorney) 

•  Royalties  
–  Calculated from the proforma provided by the applicant 
–  Final royalty rates and annual minimum payments are 

negotiated with the applicant 
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NASA’s primary focus is commercializing NASA 
patented technologies. 
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Licensing Agreement 

•  Before proceeding with generating a licensing agreement the 
following need to be completed: 

–  Licensing Application Part I and II 
–  Royalty and upfront fee agreement and final terms sheet 

approval by NASA and applicant 
–  15 days on the Federal Register (for exclusive license) 

•  The NASA Patent License Manager produces the draft and 
final license agreement based on the applicant’s inputs and 
negotiated royalties.  

•  The applicant submits the upfront fee and two signed copies 
to the Patent License Manager for submittal to the NASA 
Signing Official at JSC. 9 
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BACK-UP SLIDES 
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